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February 25, 1941, the Court sitting behind closed doors pro-
nounced four sentences of terms of transportation with hard
labour (Le Temps, February 27,1941).
III. Other New Jurisdictions
i. THE SPECIAL CRIMINAL COURT
The Court Martial has been deprived of its powers with regard
to cornering and hoarding of goods and illicit raising of prices, in
favour of a Special Criminal Court, by the law of March 21, 1941
(modified by a law published on June 4, 1941).
This Court, which is to have at its disposal means for swift and
extensive investigations, and all the penalties provided in the
penal code, is to be brought into action not so much because
of the nature of the offences but their importance, or in other
words, "their importance and their economic and psychological
significance."
It tries the individuals brought before it in these conditions,
for cornering, hoarding, illicit increase in prices, or any other
schemes injurious to supply, distribution, and consumption.
The members of the Court are appointed by the Keeper of the
Seals.
The Criminal Court is to have two divisions, one sitting at Paris
and the other at Gannat (Decree published May 30, 1941).
2. THE COURT FOR NIGHT OFFENCES
A law published on May n, 1941, decreed that within the
jurisdiction of each Court of Appeal there should operate a special
tribunal to try the perpetrators of thefts during the black-out.
Thefts regarded as criminal, if the guilty persons have employed
violence or were in possession of a weapon, may entail the death
penalty.
The case must be tried within eight days: the tribunal gives
judgment within the following ten days, and its judgment is not
open to appeal or annulment.
We should note that since September 1941 attacks on Ger-
man officers have steadily increased. The German Command
is, in consequence of these attacks, shooting numbers of hostages,
which has profoundly shocked the whole civilized world.
3. MILITARY TRIBUNALS AND SPECIAL DIVISIONS
By virtue of a law published on June 29, 1941, applicable in
the mother-country, Northern Africa, and the Levant, military